◗ Dr. George Komar (NASA GSFC) serves as the cochair of the Small Conferences Committee. ◗ Dr. Xiaofeng Li, from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), is reaching out as the link between NOAA and the GRSS. ◗ Dr. H.K. Rama Ramapriyan (NASA GSFC) serves as a Distinguished Lecturer. ◗ Dr. Thomas L. Ainsworth (NRL), Dr. Gail SkofronickJackson (NASA GSFC), and Dr. James C. Tilton (NASA GSFC) are associate editors of IEEE Transactions on Geoscience and Remote Sensing.
lECTURES, SEmINARS, ANd CoNFERENCES
The Washington and Northern Virginia Chapter is located in an area surrounding the capital of the United States, which provides rich resources for membership and member development. The Chapter has hosted a series of activities to bring together researchers, students, and professionals. The academic seminars, covering different interest areas, facilitate idea and expertise exchanges and collaborations across the community. Distinguished Lecturers have been invited to give presentations in the fields that most interest members. The distinguished lectures bring in hot topics and stir up great interest within the community. Prof. Lorenzo Bruzzone from the University of Trento, Italy, was invited to give his lecture "Current Scenario and Challenges in the Analysis of Multitemporal Remote Sensing Images" on 6 November 2015, which attracted more than 40 attendees. Dr. Akira Hirose, professor in neural networks and signal processing from the University of Tokyo, Japan, delivered his lecture "Advanced Neural Adaptive Processing in Interferometric and Polarimet- A series of focus-area seminars were held at George Mason University in 2016. Dr. Pius Lee, the lead scientist for air quality from the NOAA Air Resources Laboratory, assisted in organizing several in-depth seminars focusing on air quality. These included the following presentations: The Chapter is also active in supporting local conferences. The Chapter cosponsored the Sixth International Conference on Agro-Geoinformatics, which was held in Fairfax Virginia, 7-10 August 2017. This conference fostered conversations among local participants and international professionals on the applications of remote-sensing and geospatial technologies in agriculture.
FUTURE PlANS
The GRSS has given approval to the Chapter to organize a series of webinars focusing on remote-sensing classification. The topics depend on the interest of the members and feedback from attendees. A webinar is a very convenient and cost-effective tool for real-time, multicast video/audio conferencing with participants from remote locations. This will reduce the travel cost and benefit not only the local community but also global GRSS members.
The Chapter will continue to organize seminars and activities at universities and agencies to promote connections within the local geoscience and remote-sensing community and foster student membership. We have received very positive feedback about the active seminars from both members and nonmembers. The Chapter will encourage the formation of student groups at different universities, such as the University of Maryland, George Mason University, and George Washington University. 
